
THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE - HARBOUR LE COU
“Newfoundland’s Best Outport Experience” 

P.O. Box 159, Rose Blanche
Newfoundland and Labrador    A0M 1P0

Tel: (709) 956-2540    Fax: (709) 956-2541
Email: townofroseblanche@nf.aibn.com

THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE-HARBOUR LE COU REGULAR PUBLIC
MEETING OF COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2026 @ 5:20 a.m.

Members Present Mayor --------------- Gary Bateman
Deputy Mayor ----- Ruby Porter
Councillors --------- Gordon Edwards

Phillip Fiander
Lisa Parsons
Hartley Taylor
Frank Touchings

Also Present Town Clerk --------- Tammy Farrell 

Adoption of Minutes Mayor Gary Bateman called the meeting to order and asked
if there was any errors or omissions to the minutes.
Spelling errors were identified and corrected.
MOTION 01-2026 R.PORTER/L.PARSONS
To adopt the minutes with spelling errors corrected.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adoption of Agenda MOTION 02-2026 G.EDWARDS/R.PORTER
To adopt the agenda as presented.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Maintenance Loader Repair Update – Loader is repaired and a small
hydraulic leak was repaired as well.

4 loads of Salt/Sand has been ordered.  The only issue is
due to the Isle Aux Morts Bridge restrictions, contractors
can only deliver 10 ton vs 15 ton.  Clerk will send email to
our MHA, Michael King regarding these concerns.

The railing on Rose Blanche Bridge still has not been
repaired.  Clerk to reach out to Department of
Transportation regarding the repairs.
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Business Arising from Minutes Wifi Hotspot – Clerk reached out to Dion Sheppard
regarding this initiative and he sent out contacts to assist in
supply and estimates for this project.  Clerk will contact the
suppliers and advised.

Mandatory Orientation Training – Clerk advised all current
dates are blocked however new dates will be released
according to the training department.  Once the dates have
been announced, clerk will register everyone and advise.

Mandatory By-Laws – Are in process.  Still waiting on
template from Department of Municipal and Community
Engagement (MACE).  Clerk to contact MACE for more
clarification on section 1 ( c ) in the mandatory by laws
under the Towns and Local Service Districts Act.

New Business Capital Works Approval - Potable Water Dispensing Unit -
Resolutions – the town was successful in obtaining
approval for a new Potable Water Dispensing Unit under
90/10 funding.  The total project cost is $825,132.00 with
the town’s portion of $74,826.00.

RESOLUTION 03-2026 R.PORTER/G.EDWARDS
Resolved that the Town of Rose Blanche-Harbour Le Cou
accept cost-shared funding as outlined in the Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure project approval letter
dated December 15, 2025 for Potable Water Dispensing
Unit with a total project value of $825,132.00.  This
council agrees to provide the Town of Rose Blanche-
Harbour Le Cou share value of $74,826.00 in funding for
this project and authorizes the Mayor and Town Clerk to
enter into a funding agreement with the Department of
Transportation and Infrastructure on behalf of the Town of
Rose Blanche-Harbour Le Cou.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 04-2026 L.PARSONS/G.EDWARDS
Resolved the Town of Rose Blanche-Harbour Le Cou will
seek approval from Municipal Affairs and Community
Engagement, to borrow $74,826.00 from the Bank of Nova
Scotia with an interest rate of prime plus 2%.  The team of
the loan will be 3 years with an amortization of 5 years. 
The monthly payment would be $1,247.10 with first
interest payment estimated to be $402.19.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Emergency Plan – A new template was released before
Christmas.  Clerk is in process of updating the plan and will
forward to council for review. 
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Community Committees – Councillor Edwards asked what
committees are currently in place and what community
committees fall under the town.
Currently the Volunteer Fire Department, Recreation
Committee and Rose Blanche Lighthouse Board falls under
the town, however each is it’s own incorporated body. 
They have their own payroll number, etc. 
In house committees such as HR, Safety, etc will need to be
reviewed with new members.  Clerk will send out current
committees to council for review.

Clerk to follow up with Town’s Lawyer regarding the
change of ownership of the Lightkeepers B&B.

2026-2027 Capital Works Applications – Currently there
are 2 applications submitted for review and approval for
2026-2027 year.  Tunnel Road and School Road.  Clerk is
working on the financial evaluation to determine what
council can afford to take on with these projects.

Other Concerns – the following concerns/issues were
brought forth:

– Employees need to complete Code of Conduct Training
again for a refresher.  Employees are ambassador of the
town and need to be courteous and polite.   Clerk will
arrange training.

– Water running at Clarkes Crescent, clerk to contact
homeowner to make sure no water lines are broke in the
house.

– Clerk to send November and December meetings to
Councillor Edwards to update website.  Send upcoming
events for the town.  Look at uploading new pictures.

Adoption of Budget 2026 RESOLUTION 05-2026 L.PARSONS/R.PORTER
Resolved the Property Mil Rate will increase from 10.5 to
10.8.  Minimum property will increase from $410.00 to
$420.00.  Small Structure and Vacant Land tax will
increase from $50.00 to $100.00.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 06-2026 H.TAYLOR/P.FIANDER
Resolved to increase Water fee from $333.00 to $380.00
and Water & Sewer fee from $455.00 to $500.00.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 1; ABST 0; CARRIED
Councillor Edwards opposed this motion.



page 4

RESOLUTION 07-2026 P.FIANDER/F.TOUCHINGS
Resolve to increase residential Garbage tax from $185.00 to
$190.00 and increase Diamond Cove residents Garbage tax
from $185.00 to $200.00.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 08-2026 R.PORTER/G.EDWARDS
Resolved to increase the cost of Tax Compliance Letters
and Tax Certificates from $20.00 to $50.00.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 09-2026 P.FIANDER/G.EDWARDS
Resolved to increase the cost of Snow Clearing for
Puddister’s Shipping and other outside companies from
$130.00 to $180.00 each time, and increase the Post Office
Snow Clearing from $60.00 to $100.00 each time. 
Residential Driveways will increase from $20.00 to $30.00
each time.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 10-2026 R.PORTER/F.TOUCHINGS
Resolved all taxes for 2026 be due and payable on June 30,
2026.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 11-2026 G.EDWARDS/P.FIANDER
Resolved, all outstanding taxes for 2025, must be paid in
full by April 1, 2026 or water services will be disconnected
or legal action will be taken for those without water
services.  Any cost of disconnection of water or legal fees
will be charged to the resident.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 12-2026 R.PORTER/L.PARSONS
Resolved a compound interest rate of 2% for outstanding
taxes will begin July 1, 2026 and added the 1st of each
month thereafter. 
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 13-2026 F.TOUCHINGS/H.TAYLOR
Resolved there will be no discounts given on 2026 property
taxes.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

RESOLUTION 14-2026 L.PARSONS/P.FIANDER
Resolved the 2026 Budget be adopted as prepared.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED
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RESOLUTION 15-2026 R.PORTER/L.PARSONS
Resolved to adopt the 2026 tax structure as prepared.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Correspondence No correspondence at this time

Finances MOTION 16-2026 F.TOUCHINGS/L.PARSONS
To approve the list of accounts payable on the agenda for
payment.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adjournment MOTION 17-2026 P.FIANDER/R.PORTER
To adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

_______________________________ ___________________________________
Mayor Town Clerk


