
THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE - HARBOUR LE COU
“Newfoundland’s Best Outport Experience” 

P.O. Box 159, Rose Blanche
Newfoundland and Labrador    A0M 1P0

Tel: (709) 956-2540    Fax: (709) 956-2541
Email: townofroseblanche@nf.aibn.com

THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE-HARBOUR LE COU REGULAR PUBLIC
MEETING OF COUNCIL ON MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2025 @ 3:30 p.m.

Members Present Mayor ---------------- Gary Bateman
Deputy Mayor ------ Fred Billard
Councillors ---------- Jennifer Keeping

Lisa Parsons
Ruby Porter
Frank Touchings

Also Present Town Clerk --------- Tammy Farrell
Maintenance -------- Barry Spicer

Councillor Roland Gosselin was unable to attend.

Adoption of Minutes Mayor Bateman called the meeting to order and asked if
there was any errors or omissions to the minutes.
MOTION 26-2025 R.PORTER/F.BILLARD
To adopt the minutes as circulated.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adoption of Agenda MOTION 27-2025 J.KEEPING/L.PARSONS
To adopt the agenda as presented.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Maintenance Heater at Pumphouse – Heater has been replaced and
installation has been paid.  Invoice for heater is listed in
finances for approval to be paid.

Chlorine Readings – Maintenance advised readings are all
good.  Readings were taken last week from government
representative.

Clean Up Week – Will schedule for May 12-15.  Will put
up notice next week.  We will be able to take propane tanks
and tires, no rims, however all materials will have to be
separated.  No construction materials.  
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Will advertise for one worker to help with around town
clean up.  Clerk advised there was also reports of tires
thrown down at the Welcome Area.  Maintenance to check
this out to see if it safe to pick up.

Waste Management Meeting Update – Clerk advised, she
spoke to Town Clerk in Port aux Basques and there was an
error in the waste management meeting minutes.  The route
in Rose Blanche will not change.

Other items brought forth:

– Maintenance to change tires on new truck before Clean
Up week

– New Grinder Pumps are in.  Currently 7 new ones in
stock.

– Clerk to contact Municipal Affairs or lawyer for legal
advise on putting the old truck on tender.  It will go as a
package deal, truck and blade.  Can the town set a
minimum bid?

Business Arising from Minutes Warming Centre Update - ACOA Funding – Due to the
timeline and year end for ACOA, the funds were deducted
$21,000 which equals to the labour cost to finish the
Warming Centre.  All materials are purchased and are at
site.  Clerk reached out to representative at Red Cross for
additional funds to finish the warming centre.  Waiting on a
reply.  Also still having some issues obtaining permits from
Digital Services NL.  Clerk to follow up on this and if no
satisfaction will speak to higher officials.  Clerk to advise
council once an update is received.

PMA Convention Update – Clerk gave council members an
update on the sessions at PMA.  Updated on Strategic
Steps, Climate Ready NL, Cyber Insurance, MNL Housing
Capacity, Towns and Local Service District Act and the
removal of poll tax in the upcoming 2026 budget.  As well
as no pooling of properties in the future.  Mandatory by-
laws and tools to have these by laws completed.  Lands Act
Changes, Mock Council Meeting, Emergency Services,
Municipal Assessment Agency new client portal, Property
Sales for Tax Arrears and having a by-law/policy for this. 
Various funding opportunities under Building Capacity,
Procurement Overview, MMSB Waste Management in NL
and Municipal Elections.
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New Walking Trail – Councillors Jennifer Keeping and
Frank Touchings, along with EDO Jessica Porter, met with
Dwight Kettle from Dept of Industry, Energy and
Technology and Ashley Pomeroy with ACOA.  The
objective of this new trail is to connect the lighthouse trail
to Harbour Le Cou Old Road Trail by an existing walking
path located above the houses on Water Bottom Road. 
Tourist are interested in walking and hiking trails.  This
would be a great asset to the community and area.  The next
step will be to review the consultant’s report and meet with
the Town and Lighthouse Board.  The funding agencies
advised the town may have to pay 20% of the funding
however, there are other avenues of funding for this.  A
meeting will be set at a later date. 

Water Exemption Policy – Clerk advised spoke to
representative at Municipal Affairs regarding our water
exemption policy and this should be by-law with sections
of the TLSD Act identified in the by-law.  The
representative was to send me an example and direction,
however she is currently off due to a death in the family and
the other representative is out until Tuesday.  Clerk to reach
out Tuesday.

New Business Minimum Wage Increase – Clerk advised minimum wage
increased by $0.40 April 1st.  This was not identified before
as we were not aware the increase was going to come into
effect.
RESOLUTION 28-2025 F.TOUCHINGS/F.BILLARD
Resolved to increase all staff wages by $0.40 starting this
week.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Bait Depot Outside Lights – Lights at the Bait Depot needs
to be repaired or replaced, as the water keeps getting in the
lights causing them to erode and stop working.  Clerk to get
someone to check this out and give a quote for repairs or
replacement.
Clerk to find out when the Bait Depot Lease is up for
renewal.

Pavement at Post Office – Damages need to be completed
at the front of the post office due to snow clearing. 
Maintenance advised this is on the list for summer
maintenance.  Post Master is also aware.
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Election Training – Available virtually or in person.  June
11th will be virtually, May 20th will be in person in
Stephenville.   Clerk would rather virtually, however if part
time clerk would rather in person, she can attend in
Stephenville.  Clerk to register both her and part time clerk.

CAMA - Canadian Association of Municipal 
Administrators – Clerk advised this group is available to all
Municipal Administrators across the country.  Once you
become a member you can have full access to online
training, library of forms, by-laws, policies and other items. 
They are similar to FCM however can still do more for
administrators.  Council requested to compare both FCM
and CAMA to see if there will be a benefit to the town
joining.

Other Concerns – the following items were brought forth:

– Councillor Touchings asked if the website was up to date. 
Clerk advised EDO has been working with Glacier Coves
and everything is up to date now except the Mayor’s
message.

– Councillor Touchings gave a Budget update for January
to March 2025.  Currently on par however few areas to
keep an eye on.

– Clerk to reach out to Department of Transportation and
Works regarding grading of Lighthouse Road before
tourism season begins.  Maintenance advised more than 2
loads of fill will have to be spread before that time.  The
road is getting worn down.  Maintenance will advise
Lighthouse Board when town orders the fill.

– Clerk to ask Department of Transportation and Works to
purchase the remaining sand/salt in the pit at the end of the
season.

– Snow clearing must be done on all town roads prior to
Lighthouse Road and any driveway.  All areas need to be
cleared at least once before going around again.

– Maintenance will be taking a vacation day April 28th.

– Clerk will be taking vacation days, April 17th, April 30th,
May 1st and May 2nd. 

– Annual Expenditure Report was prepared by the auditor
and the town has to transfer back in to the Gas Tax account
$6,867.00.  This was mostly from GST/HST rebates.
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– Summer work list includes repairs to Styles Lane, Lodge
parking lot area, and Main Street hole next to Parsons
Property. 

Correspondence FROM: Municipal and Provincial Affairs REGARDING: 
2025 Budget ACTION: Outlined not to pool properties in
the budget process, which we do not.  Also from PMA
convention, town’s should be eliminating poll tax.  This
will be done in the 2026 Budget. 

FROM: MNL Municipal News REGARDING: News
letter and upcoming events and projects.  ACTION:
Acknowledged, however clerk did make note this year’s
convention and trade show will be held in Corner Brook in
November.

FROM: Concerned Resident of Harbour Le Cou 
REGARDING: Dilapidated Properties ACTION: Council
had some discussion on the issue, however currently
council do not have the resources or means to enforce any
orders or removal and disposal of these properties.  Clerk to
send letter to resident advising him/her the same.  Also
suggested for the clerk to do a general notice to all
homeowners regarding property clean up.

With regards to dilapidated properties, council asked for the
clerk to find out if any companies can supply a quote to
remove the old water shed building by the pumphouse. 

Finances MOTION 29-2025 F.TOUCHINGS/R.PORTER
To approve the list of accounts payable on the agenda for
payment.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adjournment MOTION 30-2025 F.BILLARD/J.KEEPING
To adjourn the meeting at 5:30 p.m.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

__________________________________ ____________________________________
Mayor Town Clerk


