
THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE - HARBOUR LE COU
“Newfoundland’s Best Outport Experience” 

P.O. Box 159, Rose Blanche
Newfoundland and Labrador    A0M 1P0

Tel: (709) 956-2540    Fax: (709) 956-2541
Email: townofroseblanche@nf.aibn.com

THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE-HARBOUR LE COU REGULAR PUBLIC
MEETING OF COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025 @ 3:30 p.m.

Members Present Mayor ---------------- Gary Bateman
Deputy Mayor ------ Fred Billard 
Councillors --------- Jennifer Keeping

Ronald Gosselin
Lisa Parsons
Ruby Porter
Frank Touchings

Also Present Town Clerk -------- Tammy Farrell
Maintenance ------- Barry Spicer

Adoption of Minutes Mayor Bateman called the meeting to order and asked if
there were any errors or omissions to the minutes.
MOTION 31-2025 R.PORTER/J.KEEPING
To adopt the minutes as circulated.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adoption of Agenda MOTION 32-2025 F.BILLARD/L.PARSONS
To adopt the agenda as presented.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Maintenance Barry advised all is going well so far.  There are a lot of
items out for clean up week.

Clean Up Week – Clerk advised advertised for extra worker
to assist with clean up week, however did not get anyone to
apply.  Clerk suggested if call in can work 2 weeks to make
sure everything is cleaned up.  Council did not have an
issue with this request. 

Old Truck Tender – Clerk advised spoke to representative
from Public Procurement who advised council can set a
minimum amount for the old truck tender.  Mayor Bateman
will check online for an estimate amount and the Clerk will
contact Lakes Brook Garage for an estimate amount of the
truck as well.  
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Class A - Lighthouse Road Grated – There was talk prior to
get Class A for Lighthouse Road and ask Department of
Transportation to grate the road.  Asked the clerk to email
Lighthouse Board to purchase Class A as well to get the
road repaired before tourist season. 

There is talk for road work being completed on Rose
Blanche Road this year.  Clerk to reach out to Department
of Transportation for clarification on this.  Will also
advised property drainage will need to be installed along
the highway, Town Office to Post Office to avoid wash
outs.

Councillor Keeping asked about the Chlorine as readings
were low.  Maintenance advised Charlotte will visit after
long weekend to adjust the chlorine levels. 

Maintenance will put out park tables this week as well.

Business Arising from Minutes Warming Centre - Funding – Clerk advised EDO has
completed Accessibility Grant Application for labour
portion to finish the warming centre.  Also waiting on quote
from Manuel’s Construction to submit the access road
repairs in on the application as well.  No reply back from
Red Cross regarding extra funding for labour cost.

Will have EDO look into New Horizons Grant for
Accessibility as well.

CAMA Membership – Clerk presented handout from
CAMA (Canadian Association of Municipal
Administrators) membership, programs and services
offered.  An handout from FCM (Federation of Canadian
Municipalities) was presented as well.  The Town is already
a member of FCM and the programs are similar to CAMA. 
It was decided to just keep membership with FCM and not
join CAMA at this time.

New Rules of Procedure – Clerk presented New Rules of
Procedure to council to review for next meeting.  Other
mandatory by-laws as per Towns and Local Service District
Act, are being completed and will be presented to council
for review and adoption.
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Bait Depot Outside Lights – Clerk presented quote from
H&S Electrical to replace the broken outside lights on the
Bait Depot.  The quote was for $2,328.75, however
electrician advised the new lights will not last without
installing eaves trough.  Clerk to reach out to JJ Gutters for
a quote on installing practical eaves troff verses the full
building.  Council will wait for this quote before moving
forward.

New Business Old Fish Plant Property – Clerk gave council members an
update on the Old Fish Plant Property.
– Emails have been sent to various government
departments, however no reply to date from either of these
departments.
– Clerk spoke to representatives at the Canadian Coast
Guard who took a description of the state of the old plant
and the events leading up to the partial collapse of the
building.
– An environmental protection office from Corner Brook
office reached out to the clerk via email to advised
currently the building falls in town boundaries and the town
can follow the Towns and Local Service District Act for
guidance.  The clerk replied to advise the environmental
protection officer, the town do not have the financial means
to address this serious safety hazard.
– Mayor Batman and Clerk have also been speaking to
Michael King who is the assistant to the former MHA
regarding the situation as well.  He advised he will
determine if there is any other sources the town can reach
out to.
– DFO representatives visited the town today and took
pictures of the area as they are concerned about their
property there as well.  The representatives will send these
pictures and a report to their supervisor and will advise
council if there is anything they can do to assist.
After much discussion around this issue it was decided to
send the property owner a letter to clean up the property.  If
no reply from property owner or government departments,
the town’s next step will be to reach out to the media.
MOTION 33-2025 F.BILLARD/L.PARSONS
To send a letter via Sheriff in Port aux Basques, to the
property owner advising him of the state of his property and
clean up is necessary.  A 10 day deadline for a reply will be
given.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED
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Smart Sense Program – Clerk had a zoom call this morning
with Peter Hart regarding Smart Sense Program for the
town.  This is a program for funding under FCM that will
assist the town in monitoring energy use in real time.  This
program can be up to 100% funded if qualifies.  Deadline
for application submission is May 23rd, however the clerk
would not have to complete the application.  Mr. Hart can
do this on the town’s behalf.   Council had no objections to
completing an application for the Smart Sense Program to
determine if eligible for funding.  Clerk to advise Mr. Hart
of this decision.

Wi-Fi Hotspot Initiative – Clerk advised received email
regarding Expression of Interest for Wi-Fi Hotspot in our
area.  Clerk spoke to Mr. Dion Sheppard regarding this
initiative and he sent a document for council to review.  If
council is interested in applying for a Wi-Fi Hotspot on the
Rose Blanche Highway, an expression of interest much be
made in writing.  It would be a starlink based, location
specific wifi hotspot. Clerk suggested for council to review
the document as there is no deadline for the expression on
interest to be submitted.  Once a decision is made, then the
clerk can submit a letter as indicated.

Other Concerns – The following issues/concerns were
brought forth:

– Clerk to contact Department of Transportation regarding 
where the “Grantic Coast” Signs are and when they will be
installed.  These signs were completed when the name of
Route 470 was changed however the signs were never
erected.  

– Clerk to contact Department of Transportation regarding
the condition of the roads and lack of shoulder at Big
Bottom Road and Water Bottom Road.  Will send pictures
of both areas.

– Valve Chamber located at Gulsh Road is damaged,
maintenance is aware and it is on the list for repairs.

– Will have a meetings, where possible, regarding the old
fish plant.

– Councillor Gosselin to forward email again from Glacier
Cove regarding maintenance and updating of the website. 
The town can purchase 5, 10, or 20 hour blocks from
Glacier Cove to update the site and it then would not fall
back on council members or staff.
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– Clerk to contact Department of Transportation regarding
bridges along Route 470.   There were inspectors at Isle
Aux Morts Brook bridge and Burnt Islands Brook bridge,
however no one was seen at Rose Blanche Brook bridge. 
Clerk to determine is this bridge was inspected as well.

– Post Office pavement repairs was brought forth that
maybe contractors in the area can repair it the same time as
road work is being completed, however maintenance
advised, this will not take long and will be completed when
paving starts in town around the 1st week of June.

Correspondence Clerk advised there is some correspondence that will have
to be discussed at a special meeting after the regular
meeting is adjourned.  Mayor Bateman asked council
members is they had any objections, with no objections
being heard, the correspondence outlined will be tabled for
the special meeting.

FROM: Municipal Assessment Agency REGARDING: 
Parcel ID numbers and tax account numbers.  Town’s are
unable to use parcel ID numbers as tax accounts numbers. 
ACTION: Acknowledged, the town do not do this.  Clerk
also advised council of the New MAA portal training that
her and the part time clerk completed.   This is a new tool
that will allow name changes, sales and supplements to be
completed faster.

FROM: RNC Association REGARDING: Donation to
Annual Community Guide ACTION: Acknowledged.

FROM: NL Health Services REGARDING: Climate
Change Survey Results ACTION: Acknowledged.

FROM: Make a Wish Foundation REGARDING: Run the
Rock Campaign donation ACTION:
MOTION 34-2025 J.KEEPING/F.TOUCHINGS
To donate $50.00 to Run the Rock Campaign
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

FROM: Ronald McDonald House Charities 
REGARDING: Donation ACTION: 
MOTION 35-2025 L.PARSONS/F.BILLARD
To donate $100.00 to RMHC.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

FROM: Terry Fox Foundation REGARDING: Donation 
ACTION: Acknowledged, town donates to the Daffodil
House.
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Finances MOTION 36-2025 F.TOUCHINGS/J.KEEPING
To approve the list of accounts payable on the agenda for
payment.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adjournment MOTION 37-2025 R.PORTER/J.KEEPING
To adjourn the meeting at 4:45 p.m.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

_________________________________ ____________________________________
Mayor Town Clerk


