
THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE - HARBOUR LE COU
“Newfoundland’s Best Outport Experience” 

P.O. Box 159, Rose Blanche
Newfoundland and Labrador    A0M 1P0

Tel: (709) 956-2540    Fax: (709) 956-2541
Email: townofroseblanche@nf.aibn.com

THE TOWN OF ROSE BLANCHE-HARBOUR LE COU REGULAR MEETING OF
COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m.

Members Present Mayor ----------------- Gordon Edwards
Deputy Mayor -------- Gary Bateman
Councillors ----------- Fred Billard

Jennifer Keeping
Henry Lawrence
Craig Savoury
Frank Touchings (via video)

Also Present Town Clerk -------- Tammy Farrell

Maintenance Barry Spicer was unable to attend.

Delegates Paul Taylor, Western Development Officer for Department of Tourism and Dwight
Kettle with Innovation, Energy and Technology attended the meeting and presented a Destination
Trail presentation to council members.  The Destination Trail was highlighted for Rose Blanche
during 2 consultant studies.  Both studies recommended the Rose Blanche Trail along with the
Starlite Trail, which is currently being funding for upgrades.

The idea of the Destination Trail is to bring more people to the area and stay in the area. 
Travellers are looking for hiking and walking trails, the culture and nature environment of the
area.

Department of Tourism is looking for someone to champion this initiative and hoping the town
will take that position.   There was an application submitted to Crown Lands before COVID. 
This application needs to be re-activated to obtain a License to Occupy the land for the trail
development.

Tourism Southwest will also help in writing the proposal and funding the town’s 10% required.

A trail builder will come from the private sector and not through community grants.

The delegates finished their presentation and left at 7:20 p.m.
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Adoption of Minutes Mayor Edwards called the meeting to order and asked if
there were any errors or omissions to the minutes.  Spelling
errors were identified and corrected.
MOTION 71-2023 F.BILLARD/H.LAWRENCE
Resolved the minutes be adopted with changes made.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adoption of Agenda Clerk advised 2 invoices for Waste Management be added
to Finances of $214.84, changing the total accounts payable
$19,289.20.
MOTION 72-2023 G.BATEMAN/J.KEEPING
Resolved the agenda be adopted as circulated with items
added to Finances.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Delegates (Trails Network) Council discussed the presentation and agreed to participate
in the initiative. 

Maintenance Generator Pad – Mayor Edwards advised the following
– Concrete pad is completed
– Generator is currently in Stephenville
– A spill kit needs to be onsite
– Continency Plan needs to be developed.  Clerk
advised has a template to follow for this.
– Some kind fencing protection will have to be
installed as well.

Clerk advised extra cost for installation is $4,697.00, and
suggested to submit a Capital Investment Plan for funding
for this extra cost.
MOTION 73-2023 F.BILLARD/G.BATEMAN
Resolved to submit a revised Capital Investment Plan
application to include the extra cost of installation of the
generator in the amount of $4,697.00.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Clerk advised notice came in for rust check is due for the
truck.
MOTION 74-2023 J.KEEPING/H.LAWRENCE
Resolved for clerk to make an appointment to have rust
check completed on the town truck.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Councillor Savoury advised the loader windshield is
repaired however when the loader was the garage, the gas
pedal was sticking and had a line tied to the pedal.  This is a
danger and should not be acceptable.  Clerk advised the
loader was taken to Lakes Brook Garage once it left Grant
Motors and the issues is now repaired.  Council wants any
issues with any equipment to reported as soon as possible. 
Clerk to advise maintenance staff.
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Business Arising from Minutes Dilapidated Properties – Clerk presented email from lawyer
regarding the removal of the properties.  Council had a
discussion around these properties.
MOTION 75-2023 C.SAVOURY/H.LAWRENCE
Resolved to proceed with the demolition and removal of
both properties located at 17 and 19 Lower Crow Cove
Road with Manuel’s Construction at the price of $16,000
plus tax.
Clerk to submit demolition permit to waste management for
lower tipping fees.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 1; ABST 0; 
Councillor Frank Touchings opposed this motion.

Red Cross/Warming Station and Pilot Project – Clerk
advised Red Cross is looking for information on the
warming centre to ensure an appropriate size generator is
included in the funding application.  Clerk gave Councillor
Billard the list to complete.  Will also need to include
accessibility to the church hall via path.  Going to need
upgrades there as well.
Clerk presented an email from Red Cross regarding a the
town taking part in a pilot project for items available for the
warming centre.  Council has no issues in taking part in this
project.  Clerk will reach out to Red Cross for further
instructions. 

Financial Statements – Clerk presented finalized copy of
the 2023 Financial Audited Statements.
MOTION 76-2023 G.BATEMAN/F.BILLARD
Resolved the 2023 Financial Audited Statements be
adopted as prepared.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

No Smoking Policy – No smoking policy was reviewed and
amended to include vaping, as per new guidelines in
accordance with the Provincial Smoke-Free Environment
Act, 2005.
MOTION 77-2023 J.KEEPING/H.LAWRENCE
Resolved to adopt the amended no smoking policy as per
the new guidelines outlined above.  Clerk to give all staff a
copy to read and sign.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED



page 4

Heritage Advisory Update – Chair of the Heritage
Committee presented 2 recommendations to the town.  The
first one stated “That Council designate the Rose Blanche
Anglican Cemetery and the Harbour Le Cou Anglican
Cemetery as Municipal Heritage Sites of the Town of Rose
Blanche-Harbour Le Cou.”
The seconded one stated “That Council defer designation of
the Old Harbour Le Cou Anglican Cemetery as a Municipal
Heritage Site of the Town of Rose Blanche-Harbour Le
Cou until its access, protection and visibility are
improved.”
MOTION 78-2023 F.BILLARD/C.SAVOURY
Resolved to approve the recommendation as presented.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Sale or Lease of Property owned by Town – Clerk
presented email from Municipal Affairs regarding the sale
of property owned by the town.  According to the email, if
the property is adjacent to another property, it can be sold at
fair market value.  Clerk will check with Crown Lands to
determine if this property is town land or the crown’s.  Will
discuss at next meeting.

Rain Damage - Special Assistance Grant – Clerk advised
all work is completed from the rain storm on July 4th.  Total
amount of invoices from Manuel’s Construction is
$28,675.25.
MOTION 79-2023 G.BATEMAN/C.SAVOURY
Resolved to submit a Special Assistance Grant to
Municipal Affairs for 90/10 funding in the amount of
$28,675.25.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

MOTION 80-2023 H.LAWRENCE/J.KEEPING
Resolved to pay invoice from Manuel’s Construction for
$28,675.25.
IN FAVOUR 7; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Welcome Area – The welcome sign is here.  Agreed to put
it up now rather than wait till spring. Clerk to order
supplies to have sign installed.  Council to highlight area
for staff to install the sign.

Councillor Frank Touchings left at 9:00 p.m.



page 5

New Business Budget 2024 – Town’s 2024 budget is to be adopted by
December 1st and submitted to Municipal Affairs by
December 31st.  
Expense Meeting – Nov. 6th

Revenue Meeting – Nov. 21st

Regular Meeting – Nov. 28th 
Suggested to look at separating properties vs combining
them for revenue. 

Boardroom Rental – Floyd’s Construction reached out
regarding rental of boardroom once they begin work at the
wharves and breakwaters.  Council had no issues with
renting the boardroom at a cost of $1,000 per month,
however council will still have to have access for council
meetings. 

Fall Forum/Clerk’s Title – Clerk gave an update on training
sessions at the Fall Forum.  The sessions were very
informative and educational.  Clerk also advised council
under the municipalities Act, clerk do not have any
spending authority so most clerks now are Clerk/Managers. 
Council asked to check with Municipal Affairs regarding
this and if council can set a spending limit as per budget for
office supplies, etc.  

Other Concerns – the following items were brought forth;

– Marine contractors reached out to the town to inquiry if
there was anywhere in town to get rock other than in the pit
outside of town.  Lighthouse Road would not be an option.

– Grinder Pump issues in Harbour Le Cou, maintenance to
fix as soon as possible.

– Clerk to call for an update on the cell phone initiative.

– Check on the fuel at Parsons Point where the house was
removed. 

– Clerk to email MP Gudie Hutchings regarding abandoned
fish plant properties, mitigation and broadband installation. 

– Councillor Bateman brought forth a concern from some
of the lobsters fishermen unloading lobsters at the Bait
Depot.  Fishermen are inquiring if a winch could be
installed at the left side of the wharf to help unload lobsters
when the wind is up and unsafe to unload at the front of the
wharf.  Council had some discussion on this and Councillor
Bateman will reach out to the lease holder and advise.
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Correspondence FROM: Grandy’s River Collegiate REGARDING:
Donation for Breakfast Program ACTION:  
MOTION 81-2023 G.BATEMAN/J.KEEPING
Resolved to donate $50.00 to the Breakfast Program.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Finances MOTION 82-2023 H.LAWRENCE/F.BILLARD
Resolved the list of accounts payable on the agenda be
approved for payment.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

Adjournment MOTION 83-2023 G.BATEMAN/J.KEEPING
Resolved the meeting be adjourned at 9:50 p.m.
IN FAVOUR 6; OPP 0; ABST 0; CARRIED

__________________________________ ____________________________________
Mayor  Town Clerk


